
July 28, 2020 
 
Happy August Franktown Elementary School Families,  
 
I have been waiting to communicate with all of you until we have firm plans for the return to 
school for Fall of 2020.  It appears that we have reached a point of enough clarity that I can 
begin sharing information. You are likely already aware that we will start the 20/21 school year 
in a hybrid learning model where students will attend school in person two days a week and 
remotely three days a week.  More details on that to follow.  First, there was, and continues to 
be, no possible way to make a decision or plan that will please all of our stakeholders.  The 
common ground we all have is seeking to do the best we can for our children given our current 
set of circumstances and decisions.  I have often thought about schools being a place where the 
diverse values of a community must come together in a single purpose.  I know I can count on 
the support of our community to help us move along the path toward our single purpose of doing 
“best for our kids given the current state.”  
 
We still have many unanswered questions, and this communication will not answer all of them 
because the answers don’t exist yet.  I will share the information I know to be true, accurate, 
and timely.  As we gain additional clarity for unknown answers, I will share that information too. 
Over the next two weeks we will work as a staff to pour over every foreseeable detail to create a 
Franktown Elementary School operations and education plan to do what’s “best for our kids 
given the current state.”  Many pieces of information (like cohorting groups and in person days) 
you will need sooner. We will provide that information by the end of this week.  
 
Never has it been more evident that data is changing rapidly and can result in us reevaluating 
and changing our positions.  I ask for your patience, understanding, and grace as we navigate 
an ever changing data set. 
 
Here’s what we know: 
Students will begin their hybrid learning with an orientation for 20% of our students on each day 
the week of August 17, 2020. Beginning the week of August 24, 2020, students will attend in 
person classes two days a week and will participate in remote learning three days a week. 
Assigned days will be determined and communicated soon.  Click here for more detailed 
information. 
 
Here is the schedule: 
8/17-21/20……..20% of each class attends each day for orientation (Families will be assigned 
days this week.) 
8/17-18/20……..Kindergarten one-on-one meeting with teachers (look for information from your 
teacher coming soon) 
8/19/20………...Kindergarten small-group meetings with teachers (look for information from your 
teacher coming soon) 

https://www.dcsdk12.org/about/leadership/superintendent/road_to_return_dcsd_2020-2021


8/24/20………...K-5 A cohort begins instruction and will attend in person learning Monday and 
Wednesday, and the students will participate in remote learning on Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday.  eLearning will also begin today. 
8/25/20………...K-5 B cohort begins instruction and will attend Tuesday and Thursday, and the 
students will participate in remote learning on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. 
 
I know you still have many questions that your family needs answered.  We are working 
feverishly to construct a plan and communication strategy so that you have the information you 
need.  Again, your cohort and orientation group information will be available by the end of this 
week.  If I can be of any assistance at all please don’t hesitate to contact me, 303 387 5300 or 
mark.harrell@dcsdk12.org. 
 
Again, thank you for your patience, understanding, and grace.  We can’t wait to see your 
children returning to school. 
 
 
Mark Harrell, Principal 

 
Franktown Elementary School 
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